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A lifeline for the UN. chief?
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Ithough the Clinton ad-
minixtration insists that
United Nations Secre-
tary General Boutros Bowtros-
Ohall must go, the Egyptiun-
born diplomat may soon get two
gowerful endorsements in his
id for a second term as chicf of
the world body. Diplomatic
sources say that Alrican nations
are cted to endorse Bou-
tros-Ghali's candidacy when he
attends the 50-member Organi-
zation of African Unity summit
in Cameroon next week. The
meeting is crucial for his helea-
guered campaign to réemain in
office for a second term; If he
tr the OAU's backing, the
(M)-plus members of the non-
wligned movement, which in-
cludes most African states, are
likely to follow suit. A mujorlty
of nonaligned countries wil} de-
fer to the African group, which
insists that one of its own, like
Boutros-Ghali, should be ar the
helm of the UN. In any ducl
over who should hecomc the
U.N. chief, China, which su
ports Boutros-Ghali and Is in
the nonaligned corncr, can
match any American Security
Council veto.

FLIGHT DATA

The Pentagon scknowledges
that an Air Force C-137 carrying the
first Commerce Department delegation
uverstus vince the iﬁ-falcd flight of Ron
Brows to Bosniu had to make an emer-
g:nc:y landing lutc lust week in Manila
use of “excessive heat” in the cab-
in. The cause: a malfunctioning air con-
ditioner. But insiders report the mei-
dent us harrowing, especially coming so
soon after the crash of Brown's fléht‘
which killed 35 people. According to
one source, seven pasggngers sleeping
in the front of the plan¢'were rushed to
the rear after crew members warned
thut a fire had broken vut. Only two
hours before, the plane had curried
Commerce Secretary Mickey Kantor
from Indonesia to Thailand. When the
sircraft, carrying mainly Commerce

staffers. made the emergency stop in
the Philippines, passcnﬁcm were seatcd

in crash position - with knees up and
head down—and were wearing oxygen
masks, the source kaid. An Alr Force
official suid a faulty valve sent hot air—
perhaps as hot os 200 degrees — into the
cabin, touching nonflammable materiul
and creating smoke but no flames. The
official said the pilot dropped the plane
to 10,000 feet, where it flew for an hour
before landing. The plune also had
problems carlier, including a four-hour
dclay taking off from Andrews Air
Force Base because of uxygen and clec-
tranic problems und a delay at 4 refuel-
ing stop in Alaska because of rudder
problems. The aircraft was returning
from Asin without Kantor becuuse it
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] KES, PART 2
In the runfu to the Republican
conventiof,fmore and more in-

terest gropgs are flogging their
favorites| e vice president.
Hers is orje fist, in order of pref-
erence, frpip a group of Chris-
tian consgrimtives likely to be in-
fluentiul| gt the Sun Diecg.o
gathering] Bep. Cheistopher Cox
of Califgia, Sen. Rivk Sam.
torum of Pannsylvania and Scn.
lohn i} of Missouri. All
are cultumiand fiscal conserva-

@antiabortion. Cox
Bm are both Roman

tives an
and Sant

Catholics Ashcroft is a member
Agdbly of God.

THINK l N

Rep om, the only

[Republican member
grelps, is under strong
pressure §d change his decision
not to rinf for re-election to a
ninth tie E' 'Weary of the GOP’s
ng

unders

uﬁ of mtolerance,"
d n’t\ﬁmt t(')‘ fucc a
primary @llenge. Naw, howev-
er, Wiscdngin farmers and agri-
business | iterests, as well as
other gag Bepublicans, arc pres-
suring hjng Jo get back in the
race, and there gr¢ growing indications

,‘i

he might do so. T reason: the recent
death of Rep. Bulj B puts Gunder-
son in line to hecg@me chairman of the
powerful House

griculture Committec.

OLD WOUNDS |

Poland’s new prpsident, Alekeander
Kwasalowald, arriyds in Washington next
week in the midgtipf a new controversy
over the credibility of one of Americu's
mont respected Hplocaust scholars, At
issue: the circupntances surrounding
the killing morgq han 50 years ugo of
two relatives of Yagfe Biach, a professor
of Judaic studied & New York's Brook-
lyn College. World War |1,
Eliach und her fgmily were among 29
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“We need a check-free zone to stop the|;
shakedown of the people who ask for our votgs.

REP. CHRISTOPNER SUAYS of Connecticut, on a bipartisan bill that would ban :
congressional fund-raisers within 50 miles of Capitol Hill i
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“So many ppdple wanted
to come, it ddld have
filled D jum.”
TOM MULHARL, resord owner,
on canceling— reasons —
“Clothing Night” at a
minor- in Palm
Springs, Calif. | |
“It's not godd with sex
scandals, the U.S.
this has id us get
out Astra’s pgme without
having to p§y expensive
advertising fdes,”
LARS RAMQVISY, b member of
Astra’s board, the firing of
the drug ' chief execurive
Jor alleged siment

] “Everyone to
Russia to 3¢
ALEXANDER L8 Russia's new
security chief, # Wedging to crack

down on fore

Jews from the then Polish village of
Ejszyszki who were hidden by Christian
Poles, enshling them to escape the Nuzi
slaughter of 4,000 other Jews in the
community. After the Germans were
driven oul of Poland, Blinch says, she
and her family returned home, where
they were uttacked by a band of untisc-
mitic Polish partisans on Oct. 20, 1944.
According to her recounting of the or-
deal, gunmen shot and killed her moth-
er and baby brother as she and 4 second
brother looked on, Eliach, who assem-
bled the United States Holocaust Me-
morial Museum’s “Tower of Life,”
an exhibit of prewar Jewish life in
Ejszyszki, has devoted decades to do
menting the fate of her family and th
town's other Jews. But now severy
ish-American fﬂn% orgunizations hav

fame Poland. They have also launched a

sustained campaign on the Internet to
discredit her. As a result, the Polish
Ministry of Justice has announced an
official Investigution into the case and
hus gotten cooperation from the U.S.
Justice Department’s Office of Special
Investigations, Both Eliach and 'Jﬁhﬂ
, director of the Holocaust
Museum's Research Institute, insist
that her story Is true and is backed by
numerous witnesses. And what do
mainstream Polish-American organiza-
tions suy? Les Kwezymskl, national execu-
tive director of the Chicago-based,
million-member Polish-American Con-
ress, noted that his group “did not call
or the investigation,

ICKEY TO RIDE
or £5,000 a seat, GOP stalwarts can join

b Dole in his private car aboard the
Victory Express, the train he plans to

take to San Diegofiéi the GOP conven-

tion, Lower down thesicale, a seat in Newt
Gingrich’scarisar bargain: $1,500.
Insiders expect lopByists will scoop up
the big-ticket sea! t other riders can

puy $350 for a pljds elsewhere on the
train. The trip be@m® August 10 in Oak-
land, Calif., and willmake eight stops to
pick up passcnge route to the con-
vention. Rallies wilf he held along the

way in San Luis and Glendale,
Calif,, before the tgan pulls into San Die-
go. However, do pect Dole to reap
any monctary hengfits from the trip —at
least not directz. roceeds will go to
the California Repablican Party.

By Dowggas Stanglin|Wth Linda Fasulo,
Richard ], Newman, iMichael Barone, Gary
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