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Where there’s smoke, there’s smoke

uch to the annoyance
of tobacco-free diplo-
mats, the U.N. Securi-

ty Council can often turn into a
world-class smoke-filled room.
With international envoys
wrangling over Zaire or the
American veto of Secretary
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali’s
bid for a second term, the Secu-
rity Council has been meeting
almost daily —and churning out
an excess of secondhand smoke.
To clear the air, atmospherical-
ly if not politically, a number of
nonsmoking diplomats are try-
ing, well, diplomatically, to get
their colleagues to put out their
cigars and cigarettes. But at the
U.N., a simple solution is rarely
as attractive as more complicat-
ed alternatives. Instead of call-
ing for outright sanctions, the
World Health Organization, a
U.N. agency, can only urge that
smoking be prohibited in U.N.
buildings. Still, with rising com-
plaints from nonsmokers, the
world body has taken what it
considers action. Not content
with the- standard no-smoking
symbol of a red slash over a
burning cigarette, a sign has
been posted in the Security
Council chambers that reads:
“Smoking discouraged.” In an
apparent effort to soften even
this blow, the sign measures
only 2 inches by 10 inches —about as di-
rect as civil servants in charge of house-
keeping for the organization can get in
pressuring often imperious diplomats to
stash their tobacco. The result is an air
of resignation about the dangers from
secondhand smoke. Sighs one nonsmok-
ing envoy: “We may have diplomatic im-
munity, but not bodily immunity.”

PAYING HOMAGE

The heavy Hispanic turnout that helped
propel President Clinton to victory in
Florida, California and Arizona may
well help boost Marla Echaveste —the
daughter of immigrant Mexican farm
workers —into the top job at the Labor
Department, replacing Robert Relch,

who is returning to Boston. Not only:is
the administration keen to repay the
Hispanic community for its electgral
support, it would like to keep at least
one Hispanic in the cabinet now that
both Henry Cisneros, secretary of hous-
ing and urban development, and Féder-
Ico Pefia, secretary of transportafion,
are leaving. As head of the depart-
ment’s wage and hour division, Echa-
veste, a former bankruptcy lawyer who
was national Latino coordinator for the
1992 Clinton campaign, currently over-
sees programs ranging from enforcing
fair-pay standards in garment sweat-
shops to ensuring compliance with the
Family and Medical Leave Act. But
some U.S. apparel makers, who ap-
plaud her efforts against sweatshops,
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worry that as the offspring of
migrant workers, she might
shrink from getting tough with
illegal garment shops because
of the impact on undocument-
ed immigrant workers. If oppo-
sition to Echaveste proves too
strong, the administration may
yet opt for another candidate
for secretary, despite her obvi-
ous appeal as a woman, a mi-
nority and an activist. High on
the list of alternatives: Harrls
Wofford, former Pennsylvania
senator who impressed the
White House with his strong
support for health care reform
during Clinton’s first term.

DEEP DARK SECRETS

Iran is apparently going deep
underground to keep its nucle-
ar weapons development pro-
gram hidden from the world.
According to European-based
intelligence sources, the Irani-
ans are attempting to build a
network of mine shafts several
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California Republican Party. Chairman
John Herrington is running into resist-
ance in his own back yard in his effort
to become chairman of the national
committee. A majority of the state par-
ty’s board of directors, says a well-

wired soumé; 1spglsed t_6 issue a vote
of no confidence in Herrington if it
looks like he has a good shot at the na-

tional chairmanship. Among its gripes:

‘Herrington’s heavy-handed leadership.

“The members of the board were com-
pletely kept in the dark on many deci-

- sions,” says Bok Pom, the GOP state

party’s northern vice chairman. “If he
goes to the national party it will be the
same.” Perhaps more damaging, these
leaders blame Herrington for the Re-
publican’s poor showing statewide in
last month’s elections by, among other
things, failing to create a successful get-
out-the-vote program. Three Congres-
sional Republicans, including nine-term
Congressman Bob Dornan, were defeat-
ed and the party lost control of the
state Assembly only two years after
winning a majority for the first time.in
25 years. Herrington couldvnot:be
reached for comment.




