AVAVAILWANY ] SUUMMAL] AAVAMMS | 4 L) Vsl 4V VY | NSV MLAWAL WltliteLseree b vy

Avvasw poaea vaws e — M S

Monterey

eraldecom

MONTEREY COUNTY'S HOME PAGE

Take adh
of the ¢
Tow rate:

10-Yr Lev
Life Insu
$500,00C
{monthiy pt

. I Just Saved A Fortune On My
Life Insurance! Did You?

Get A Free Quote!

Search © RecentNews ( Archives ( Web for |

Gol

© Jobs

© Cars

© Real Estate

© Apartments

© Local Shopping

© All Classifieds
¢ Create an Ad
* Find an Ad

© Dating

News

* Breaking News
« Education

* Local

* Nation

= Obituaries

« Photos

* Politics

» State

* Weird News
» World

Sports
Entertainment
Business

Living

Opinion / Letters

ONLINE EXTRAS

Newspaper Ads Online
Past articles
Discussion Boards
Maps & Directions
RSS Headlines
Special sections
Yellow Pages

SITE SERVICES

Contact Us
Advertise

http://www.montereyherald.com/mld/montereyherald/news/15908983.htm

Back to Home >

News

Posted on Thu, Nov. 02, 2006 email this & print this —

® ® [ *
Council candidate switches parties S '[
ANAHEIM (AP) - A City Council candidate accused of supporting Islamic extremists bya | 3 ¢
powerful GOP operative switched his party affiliation Wednesday, becoming a registered
Democrat.
Belal "Bill" Dalati, a naturalized U.S. citizen bomn in Syria, was criticized in a letter last Open
month by former state Republican Party chairman Shawn Steel. o~ ’
Dalati said he tried unsuccessfully to speak to GOP officials about the letter, which !w
accused Dalati of helping sponsor an anti-Israel rally and associating with "zany left-wing | 4
groups.” The City Council is a nonpartisan office. ‘-»q

"They didn't even take the opportunity to give me a phone call and say, 'OK, that's not
what the Republican Party stands for,” Dalati said after turning in his new registration. "|
didn't feel wanted by the Republican Party."

An after-hours call to Scott Baugh, chairman of the Orange County Republican Party,
was not returned. The local group did not endorse Dalati in the race.

Dalati, an insurance agent, said the rally mentioned in the letter was an anti-war protest
and denied ties to Hezbollah. He plans to continue his bid for a council seat.
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